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)ow to Conduct a AClose Analysis’ of a Media ATeYt’
8hile HettinH icauHht upw in a storytellinH experience has been the essence of entertain�
Nent since our ancestors told tales around the mre
 the relentless pace of entertainNent 
Nedia today reRuires that at least once in awhile
 we should stop and looL
 really looL
 
at how a Nedia NessaHe is put toHether and the Nany interpretations that can derive 
froN it� The Nethod for this is called iclose analysis�w To learn to conduct this basic Nedia 
literacy exercise
 try it mrst yourself� then introduce it to a Hroup or class usinH tips at the 
end of this section�
 
Any Nedia NessaHe can be used for a close analysis but coNNercials are often Hood 
choices because they are short and tiHhtly pacLed with powerful words and iNaHes
 
Nusic and sounds� Find a coNNercial to analy[e by recordinH
 not the proHraNs but 
just tIe DommerDials
 durinH an hour or two of T7 watchinH� Play the tape and looL for 
a coNNercial that seeNs to have a lot of layers�interestinH visuals and sound tracL
 
NeNorable words or taHlines
 Nultiple NessaHes that call out for exploration� Replay 
your selection several tiNes as you Ho throuHh the followinH steps:

1. 7isuals. 
After the mrst viewinH
 write down everythinH you can reNeNber about the 
visuals�liHhtinH
 caNera anHles
 how the pictures are edited toHether� Describe 
any people�what do they looL liLe  what are they doinH  wearinH  8hat scenes 
or iNaHes do you reNeNber clearly  Focus only on what is actually on the screen
 
not your interpretation of what you saw on the screen� 	4ee the followinH saNple 
exercise
 8Iat %o :ou /otiDe 
 If necessary
 play it aHain but with the sound off� 
,eep addinH to your list of visuals�
 
2. Sounds. 
Replay aHain with the picture off� Listen to the sound tracL� 8rite down all the 
words that are spoLen� 8ho says theN  8hat Lind of Nusic is used  Does it 
chanHe in the course of the coNNercial  )ow  Are there other sounds  8hat 
is their purpose  8ho is beinH spoLen to�directly or indirectly  	That is
 XIo 
is the audience addressed by the coNNercial 


�. Apply Key Questions for Deconstruction
8ith the third viewinH
 beHin to apply the 'iWe ,eZ 2uestions and the (uid�
inH 2uestions that lead to theN� Identify the author	s
 and how the specimc 
iconstructionw techniRues you identimed in steps � and 2 innuence what the 
coNNercial is isayinHw�values expressed and unexpressed� lifestyles en�
dorsed or reKected� points of view proposed or assuNed� Explore what�s left 
out of the NessaHe and how different people NiHht react differently to it� 
8hat is the NessaHe isellinHw  Is it the saNe as the product beinH advertised  
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Continue to show the text over and over� it�s liLe peelinH bacL the layers of an onion�

�. 3eview :our Insights. 
4uNNari[e how the text is constructed and how various eleNents of the con�
struction triHHer our own uniRue response�which Nay be very different than 
how others interpret the text� Try this exercise with other Linds of NessaHes� a 
story froN a newscast
 a Ley scene froN a Novie
 a print advertiseNent
 a web�
site� Are different Ruestions iNportant for different Linds of NessaHes 

DoinH a close analysis with a class or Hroup can be exhiliratinH
 with insiHhts coNinH fast 
and furiously� After the mrst showinH
 start the Hroup exercise with the siNple Ruestion: 
i8Iat did Zou notiDe w Different people will reNeNber different thinHs so accept all 
answers and Leep asLinH
 i8Iat else did Zou notiDe w

If the Hroup is havinH a hard tiNe
 show the clip aHain and invite theN to looL for 
soNethinH that stands out for theN� Continue the brainstorNinH until you have at 
least �� or 20 answers to the Ruestion: i8Iat did Zou notiDe w ChallenHe any atteNpt 
to assiHn interpretation too early� ,eep the Hroup focused on identifyinH only what was 
actually on screen or heard on the soundtracL� The Ley to success with this exercise is 
for the teacher/leader to LeeQ asLinH Ruestions� Refrain froN contributinH too Nany 
answers yourself�

8hile no one has the tiNe to subKect every Nedia NessaHe to this Lind of analysis
 it 
taLes only two or three experiences with close analysis to Hive us the insiHht to iseew 
throuHh other Nedia NessaHes as we encounter theN� It�s liLe havinH a new set of 
Hlasses that brinHs the whole Nedia world into focus� 

Teaching Tip:
8hen you mnd a text that is useful for a close analysis
 put it on a videotape six or 
eiHht tiNes with � seconds of blacL between� This NaLes it easier to show it several 
tiNes without havinH to stop and rewind� 


